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Oro pos crack. EnjambmentÂ .1. Field of the Invention The present invention relates to an implantable medical device for delivering a dose of therapeutic material to a vessel wall. The invention is particularly, but not exclusively, intended for use in angioplasty procedures. However, the invention will be described with
particular reference to the delivery of a drug and may be used for that purpose alone or together with any other procedures and/or devices in which a therapeutic material may be delivered. 2. Discussion of the Art A number of techniques have been developed for the treatment of atherosclerosis and other conditions

affecting blood vessels. One method which has been proposed for the treatment of atherosclerosis is to percutaneously introduce a stent into the occluded region to remodel the vessel wall and restore its function. A wide variety of stents and stenting techniques are described in the patent literature. For instance, U.S.
Pat. No. 5,514,154, U.S. Pat. No. 4,733,665, U.S. Pat. No. 5,507,768, U.S. Pat. No. 5,649,977 and U.S. Pat. No. 5,891,179 describe stents which are introduced into the lumen of a vessel using a catheter and expanded in place by a balloon. U.S. Pat. No. 3,868,956 describes a stent which is introduced into a body lumen by a
catheter and crimped onto a balloon at the distal end of the catheter. The stent is introduced in a compressed state and expanded in the desired region of the vessel or lumen by the balloon. The present invention is directed in part to providing stent delivery systems which are particularly suitable for the delivery of anti-

proliferative agents. The invention is further directed to providing stent delivery systems which reduce, or indeed prevent, tissue in-growth into the stent during blood flow. The present invention further relates to providing stent delivery systems which minimize blood loss during stent delivery. The present invention
further
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