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Congenital epulis. A case of congenital pigmented epulis in the tongue of an 11-year-old child is reported.
The lesion was excised successfully under general anesthesia and histopathologic examination confirmed it
to be a congenital pigmented epulis. The lesion has been completely cured within 3 weeks after excision.
The literature regarding the clinical and histological features of congenital epulis is reviewed and some of
the embryologic theories discussed.Direct and indirect blood donors: risks and benefits. The "best" blood
donors are those who give blood in response to apheresis procedures. Indirect donors (ID) are persons who
donate plasma to make up for the shortfall in available blood from volunteer blood donors. In this review, we
assess the risks and benefits of the use of ID for blood and plasma. ID is a common practice in some parts of
the world, although most countries have not adopted ID yet. A literature review on the use of ID was
performed. Indirect donors are selected through a streamlined process of simple medical questionnaire.
They are placed in groups of high risk (HR), medium risk (MR), and low risk (LR) donors. After collection, ID
may be screened for antibodies to human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), hepatitis B virus (HBV), and
hepatitis C virus (HCV) using third-generation tests. ID is safe in most cases, but emerging literature
suggests an association between ID and subclinical, asymptomatic HIV infection. Donor characteristics, such
as specific behaviors or socio-economic status, may also be associated with the risk of donor-derived
infection. Donors with risky behaviors should not be used for transfusion unless they can be screened with a
fourth-generation test. ID can be safely used for alloimmunized or anti-HCV donors. Blood from HR donors is
associated with an increased chance of transmitting West Nile virus (WNV), although donor and recipient
status may affect the transmission risk. ID can be used to make up for the shortfall in available blood from
volunteer blood donors. Indirect donors are a well-accepted blood group; however, ID and donor
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