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Ioannis Skondra was born in Kalamaria, a
suburb of the city of Larissa, Greece on 3
November 1836. He began his studies at
the School of the 1836 foundation and

after completed his studies at the
Educational School of Larissa in 1846, he
entered the military school of the same
city and graduated on 7 March 1855.
Military career During the late 19th

century, he was promoted to the rank of
Lieutenant Colonel on 6 April 1888. The
following year, as a major, he became

Chief of Staff of the 1st Infantry Division,
where he stayed until 1894. He then

occupied the position of Chief of Staff of
the II Military Region and Commander of
the III Military District. Between 1895 and
1897, he served as Chief of Staff of the

newly formed II Army Corps. On 25
August 1899, Skondra was appointed

Chief of the General Staff of the Army of
Greece. He remained in this position for
the next three years and was also acting
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command of the Greek troops during the
Greco-Turkish War of 1897 and the Russo-

Turkish War of 1877–1878. He was
promoted to the rank of Lieutenant
General on 30 October 1905 and

advanced to the rank of General of the
Artillery on 2 April 1908. Later, he was

also promoted to the rank of Lieutenant
General on 2 September 1909. A year

after, the members of the Special
Commission chaired by Panagiotis

Kanellopoulos were to form the
governments of Eleftherios Venizelos,
Alexandros Zaimis, Andreas Miaoulis,

George Kondylis and Georgios Theotokis.
On 28 April 1912 he was appointed Chief
of the General Staff of the Hellenic Army.

On 10 August 1912, he was
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