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absorption of dextranol from the intestinal
mucosa was studied in fasted rabbits with one

jejunal end ligated and the other end of the
jejunum attached to an in vivo perfusion

system. During a 6-h perfusion period, dextranol
was found to absorb rapidly across the jejunal

mucosa. Rate of absorption was constant
throughout the experiment, but absorption
increased to a maximum rate by the 6th h.

Absorption was not altered by prior mucosal
application of a 2% toluidine blue preparation,

indicating that transport across the mucosa was
not being mediated by active transport. In

contrast, mucosal addition of bacitracin (100
micrograms/ml) or mucosal trypsinization with
T.K. (1 mg/ml) markedly reduced the rate of

absorption. This reduction in mucosal
permeability after the application of these

substances most likely resulted from the action
of the trypsin on the enterocyte surface, the loss

of the mucous barrier, and a reduction in
mucosal blood flow. The implications of the

present findings are discussed.Q: Generating
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