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Proindia Updated: Nov 13, 2018 20:09 IST The Defence Ministry has asked the Indian Army to finalise
the draft of the three-week-long mobilisation plan for the Northeast, with the last phase to start in

early January, when the annual ‘Himalayan Challenge’ exercises start in eastern Ladakh. The Ministry
is also planning to award equipment to all the regiments and division of the Indian Army to keep the
troops ready to face any possibility. The ministry has asked the Army chief to finalise the draft of the

mobilisation plan, which is the third time in the last three years that the exercise has been
postponed due to political wrangling. The exercise had been postponed twice in May last year and in
November 2017 over concerns about Indian Army’s readiness to face a war with China. In 2016, the
Army had conducted its ‘Himalayan Challenge’ exercise in the highly militarised Ladakh region on

the Indo-China border where the army regularly faces a war with China. “The Exercise is on schedule
in view of the recent political developments in the Doklam area. It is evident that all concerned

government agencies (Army, NIA [National Investigation Agency] and IB [Indian Bureau]) are fully
aware of the exercise and it is fair to conclude that as per our informed understanding, the Exercise
cannot be postponed at this juncture,” an officer said. “But, we are yet to reach the final stage of the

planning for the upcoming Exercise where the details related to start date and conduct of various
phases are ready. The finalisation is expected shortly,” the officer added. Army has also drawn up a

draft of the medical
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